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BRITISH  WEST  INDIES. 

BERMUDA. 

By  Consul  Carl  R.  Looii,  Hamilton,  August  21. 

The  foreign  commerce  of  Bermuda,  especially  its  trade  with  the 
United  States,  showed  an  appreciable  increase  during  1916  in  both 
volume  and  value.  The  value  of  imports  was  $3,575,899,  against 
$2,821,733  in  1915,  a  gain  of  $754,16G;  and  the  value  of  exports  was 
$680,458,  against  $523,957  in  1915,  a  gain  of  $156,501. 

The  United  States,  the  United  Kingdom,  and  Canada  are  the 
chief  sources  of  Bermuda's  imports  and  the  principal  destinations  of 
its  exports.  The  trade  with  those  countries  during  the  past  two 
years  folloAvs:  Imports — from  the  United  States,  $1,815,876  in  1915 
and  $2  560,426  in  1916;  from  the  United  Kingdom,  $592,637  and 
$557,637;  and  from  Canada,  $363,669  and  $398,153;  exports— to  the 
United  States,  $463,982  in  1915  and  $645,371  in  1916 :  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  $31,272  and  $5,655;  and  to  Canada,  $13,617' and  $12,117. 

Among  other  sources  of  imports  into  Bermuda  are  Cuba,  Teneriffe. 
and  certain  British  colonies  in  the  West  Indies.  From  Barbados 
the  imports  (mostly  sugar)  amounted  to  $18,016  in  1915  and  $12,356 
in  1916;  from  Cuba  (cigars,  etc.),  $2,745  and  $4,740;  from  Demerara 
(rum.  etc.),  $9,349  and  $16,668;  from  Jamaica  (cigars  and  fruit), 
$12,789  and  $11,986;  and  from  Teneriffe  (onion  seeds),  $1,849  and 
$2,195.  To  Barbados  were  exported  agricultural  products  valued  at 
$13,144  in  1915  and  $15.6.50  in  1916;  and  to  Demerara,  $1,908  and 
$341. 

The  increase  in  the  value  of  imports  into  Bermuda  from  tli'i 
United  States  in  1916  was  $744,550,  well  distributed  over  the  list  of 
articles,  but  derived  chiefly  from  gains  in  clothing,  coal,  cotton  goods, 
drugs,  canned  fruits  and  meats,  hardware,  fresh  and  smoked  meats, . 
oats,  potatoes,  sugar,  and  whisky.  Exports  from  Bermuda  to  the 
U^nited  States  in  1916  were  valued  at  $181,389  more  than  in  the  pre- 
vious year,  the  items  showing  the  largest  increases  being  onions  and 
potatoes. 

Principal  Imports  and  Share  of  Leading  Conntries. 

The  following  table  presents  a  comparison  of  the  values  of  the 
principal  articles  imported  into  Bermuda  in  1915  and  1916  and  show? 
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the  proportion  from  the  United  States,  the  United  Kingdom    and 
Canada,  the  chief  countries  of  origin: 


Articles. 


Barrels,  empty 

Bicycles 

Box  Diaterial 

Bran 

Bread  (biscuits,  etc) 

Building  materials 

Butter 

Cattle 

Cen  ent 

Cheese 

Clothing 

Coal 

Cofl'ee  and  cocoa 

CoJifectionery 

Corn ' 

Cotton  goods 

r>rugs 

Earthenware 

Eggs 

Electrical  goods 

Fancy  goods 

Fertilizer 

Fish,  preserved 

Flour , 

Fruit: 

Dried 

Fresh 

Fruit  and  meats,  canned . 

Furniture 

Oin 

Olassware 

'Groceries 

Hardware 

Bay 

P  orses 

Jewelry 

Lard 

1  eather  manufactures 

Linen  goods ,.,. 

Li()uor,  malt 

Lumher 

Machinery 

Mea! .' 

Meats: 

Beef 

Smoked  and  salted . . . 

Musical  instruments 

Oats 

Oil,  kerrvsene 

oilman's  stores , 

Oils  and  paints 

Olcnmargarin'^ , 

Paper . 


Total. 


1915 


35,426 

12,127 

28,055 

51,463 

26,3)3 

8.132 

110,621 

115,745 

7,  431 

32,3i8 

101,128 

88,147 

19,  r-2i 

29. CM 

28,469 
143.45.5 
23, 838 
5,913 
22.147 
14,.5,'-i6 
38,942 
34,927 
51.064 
150,603 

20,697 
38,-7/ 
96,  .308 
26. 868 
5,772 
15. 261 
67, 308 
63.698 
28.931 
12.920 
22. 9 '6 
14,6-S 
89. 913 
1-1.994 
83.0.S1 
M.,^32 
29.21? 
11,012 

158, 127 
122,  251 
9,154 
83, 606 
27, 452 
16, 458 
15, 422 
11,383 


Peasand  beans ll'^lt 

Phrt' graphic  supplies v'^Vq 

Fotat-cs Jj'Aw 

Pcultry  and  meats,  n.  eVs.' .' ." ' 

Preserves ' 

Rke 

Rr'po .'.'.'." 

Rubber  goods 

Sculpture 

Seeds "  "  ] 

Sheep '.'.'.'.'.'. 

Shi  p  chandlery 

Silk  goods 

Soap  and  starch ]  ] ." 

Sport  ing  goods ',[ 

Stationery \[\[ 

Straw  goods ..." 

Sugar 

Tea ;;;;; ■-• 

Tobacco 

Cigarettes 

Cigars .■".' 

Vegeta  b!f. ; 

Whisky 

Wine "!!!!!!!!!!! 

Wooden  ware .""!."."." 

Woolen  goods '.'.'.'.'.'.'..'. 


6, 667 

10, 979 

13,100 

3,217 

3, 621 

4, 502 

6, 7S4 

5, 952 

7,1SS 

II,  663 

25,3.S9 

3,411 

14,765 

13,417 

90,410 

19, 865 

13,410 

35, 384 

18,386 

12,181 

14,687 

9, 90S 

7,387 

35, 632 


1916 


$12, 784 
12,775 
42,830 
54,612 
25, 2i7 
12,886 

116,864 

126.217 
12, 706 
30,605 

163,977 

118,543 
16,449 
27, 744 
28,  f  62 

185,165 
42.012 
13,889 
27,9:8 
23. 140 
51 . 210 
.50.344 
49,205 

171,583 

24,415 

52,  402 
136, 164 
37,292 
14.. ^61 
20. 191 
81.927 
79. 704 
33. 292 
21.262 
27. 102 
26. 625 
100.2.)5 
10.  S.33 
89. 091 
26,. =90 
28,610 
11.806 

199, 439 
162, 546 

9,  r>i3 

91.062 

42;  470 

17, 670 

19, 213 

12,  S'^S 

25,418 

20, 653 

11, 066 

85, 869 

10,  555 

14,799 

16, 191 

9, 988 

6, 784 

6, 930 

5,124 

11,310 

7,782 

16,673 

25,5,34 

4,4-43 

20, 658 

12, 137 

108, 976 

24,001 

12, 784 

46,913 

22, 863 

18,887 

91, 775 

14,400 

7,178 

38, 022 


1916 


United 
States. 


?12.7S4 
1,689 
18.648 
18.  .337 
12,088 
11.402 

10".,  292 

124,398 

9,810 

13,J31 

81,810 

118,543 
14.590 
21,705 
28,542 

124,631 
35,010 
6,166 
27, 6"  6 
22, (98 
28. 995 
44,, '•09 
16.  .303 
88,020 

22, 128 

37, 798 
79, S06 
29.097 


13.091 

70. 8S5 
69. 927 

9. 787 
18,926 
17.0 '.3 
26,fi2.-> 
92  298 

I.IO-'^ 
22.,«6 
20,  ,S96 
27.  ?69 
11.757- 

199,142 

161,626 

8,619 

34,771 

42,470 

7, 997 

11,831 

12, 522 

IP,  607 

18,468 

10,S"6 

72, 850 

10,  .555 

5, 489 

7,694 

8, 969 

4,171 

4,3.56 

2,438 

11,310 

4,662 

5,086 

12,920 

1,795 

11, 602 

7,728 

94, 507 

14, 020 

6, 657 

13,461 

6,  29S 

14,809 

72, 165 

2,  268 

5,791 

8,167 


United 
Kingdom 


S10,959 


3,285 


5,669 


2,866 

2J8 

79. 86 J 


Canada. 


1,  767 
5,859 


59, 468 
5,012 
7,056 


642 

20,376 

5,499 

I,3.'-;3 

10 

740 

2.5,929 
2.073 

U.riM 
6.9)9 
7.927 
7,480 


8,954 


6., 867 

9.728 

56. 4  12 

5,894 


307 
248 


9, 1.S3 

4, 759 

73 

618 


170 
CIS 


5,.334 

8,098 

131 

623 

1,440 

491 


1,616 
11,5.87 
12,  .500 
2, 633 
8, 292 
3,927 
200 
3,523 
4,769 
32, 562 

4, 7m 

39 

19,038 

11,002 

998 

28,  824 


SI  27 
24,183 
36,275 
9.874 
1,484 
5,903 
1,849 


.16,916 
959 


180 

20 

1,068 

2,020 

667 

302 


1.771 

338 

31,, 549 

83,553 

I,. 54 
S,&54 
10. 42» 
5.377 


151 
2.7.30 
2, 297 

23.  ?m 

2.  .3.36 
1.105 


1, 


10.093 


63 

49 

297 

CIS 

670 

56,291 


.560 
2,623 


5,193 
2,185 


10,  fm 


3,825 

399 

880 

1,990 

1,134 


1,504 


54 
15 

764 

375 

93 

G,  45(? 
857 
472 
180 

3,533 

574 

73 

389 

1,031 
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Bermuda's  Purchases  in  1916  Reviewed. 

Considering  the  circumstances  prevailing-  in  1916,  the  import  trade 
of  Bermuda  might  have  been  expected  to  decline  in  volume  if  not 
in  vakie,  but  most  of  the  items  increased  in  both  respects.  This  was 
due  to  tiie  larger  quantities  of  supplies  required  in  1916 ;  to  the  de- 
sire of  local  merchants  to  lay  in  stocks  in  anticipation  of  a  further 
rise  in  prices;  and  to  the  belief  tliat  the  tourist  traffic  of  1916-17 
would  be  heavier  than  during  the  preceding  season.  As  the  last- 
named  expectation  was  not  realized,  Bermuda  merchants  were  left 
Avith  larger  stocks  than  usual;  and  it  is  probable  that  1917  imports 
will  show  a  material  decrease,  in  volume  at  least,  from  those  of 
1916.  Of  the  articles  named  in  the  foregoing  table  there  were  de- 
creases in  the  quantities  of  bicycles,  cattle,  coffee  and  cocoa,  electrical 
goods,  fish,  linen  goods,  malt  liquor,  meal,  musical  instruments,  oils 
and  paints,  salt,  ships'  chandlery,  silk  goods,  soap  and  starch,  sport- 
ing goods,  stationery,  straw  goodS;  sugar,  wocdenware,  and  woolen 
goods. 

The  value  of  the  imports  from  the  United  States  exceeded  that 
of  the  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  by  $-2,002,789.  The  follow- 
ing articles  were  received  in  greater  quantity  from  the  United  King- 
dom than  from  any  other  source:  Bicycles,  earthenware,  gin,  linen 
goods,  malt  liquor,  oilman's  stores,  rice,  silk  goods,  sporting  goods, 
cigarettes,  wine,  and  woolen  goods.  In  supplying  these  articles  the 
United  Kingdom  was  a  close  second  to  the  United  States:  Clothing, 
fancy  goods,  preserves,  soap  and  starch,  stationery,  tobacco,  and 
cigars. 

Canada  furnished  the  following  goods  in  greatest  value:  Box  ma- 
terial, bran,  cheese,  fish,  hay,  and  oats.  Canada  was  a  close  com- 
petitor of  the  United  States  in  supplying  bread  (biscuits,  etc.),  flour, 
and  preserves. 

Agricultural  Products  Leading  Exports. 

The  principal  exports  were,  as  formerly,  agricultural  products, 
consisting  chiefly  of  potatoes,  onions,  and  green  vegetables.  The 
next  table  shows  the  value  of  the  chief  articles  exported  in  1915  and 
1916: 


Articles. 


Arrowroot 

Bulbs,  lily 

Hides 

Onions 

Potatjes,  white 
Specie 


1915 

1916 

$3, 163 

$709 

5,373 

6,351 

10, 293 

IS, 503 

111,711 

102, 765 

226, 701 

281,272 

7,382 

•1,545 

Articles 


Tallow 

Vegetables 

All  other  articles 

Total 


1915 


S4,390 
125,911 
23,033  j 


1916 


S3, 056 
179, 170 
21,027 


523,957 


The  principal  increases  in  value  occurred  in  onions.  $51,054;  pota- 
toes, $57,571 ;  and  green  vegetables,  $53,259.  The  gain  in  onions  and 
potatoes  was  only  in  value,  as  the  quantity  exported  was  about  the 
same  as  in  1915;  but  there  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  quantity 
of  green  vegetables  shipped,  the&t  including  celery,  beets,  parsley, 
and  carrots. 

Declared  Exports  to  United  States. 

The  declared  value  of  articles  invoiced  at  the  American  consulate 
at  Hamilton,  Bermuda,  for  export  to  the  United  States  in  1916  was 
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$168,903  greater  than  in  1915.     In  the  following  table  are  showa 
the  most  important  items  and  their  value  in  the  past  two  years: 


Articles 


Art  wr»rks 

Hides 

Lily  Initbs 

VegetaV)les: 

Beets  (not  sugar). 

Carr  ts 

Celery 

Lettuce 


1915 


$15, 595 
4,163 

12,077 
22,093 
12,112 
12,il5 


1916 


$4,886 
14,072 
5,009 

23,721 

25,706 
21,201 
10,910 


Articles. 


Vegctaliles— Continued. 

Qnins 

Parsley 

Potatoes 

Otber 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


1915 


171,206 
34,097 

209, 784 
3,571 
10, 222 


408,235 


1916 


S119,793 

40,654 

28(5,447 

4,127 

19,952 


577, 138 


Returned  American  goods,  chiefly  empty  containers,  were  valued 
at  $23,146  m  1915  and  $35,-207  in  1916.     There  were  no  declared 
exports  to  United  States  possessions  during  the  past  year. 
Channels  of  Trade. 

The  United  States  furnishes  the  most  logical  and  the  most  ac- 
cessible market  for  Bei-muda's  products.  The  deflection  of  the  sources 
of  suppjy  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  other  European  countries 
to  the  United  States  and  Canada  v,'as  further  emphasized  during  tho 
year  under  review.  Shipping  facilities  between  Canada  and  Bermuda 
continued  good  and  the  Dominion  shared  to  a  considerable,  extent  in 
the  advantage-s  caused  by  the  cutting  of  communications  with  Euro- 
pean countries. 

Although  with  the  resumption  of  normal  conditions  after  the  w^ar 
the  United  Kingdom  and  Continental  countries  will  probably  regain 
a  part  of  the  trade,  it  is  only  natural  to  conclude  that  v/ith"  connec- 
tions satisfactorily  established  Bermuda  will  continue  to  import 
larger  relative  quantities  from  the  United  States  and  from  Canada. 
The  aggregate  trade  of  the  colony  is  not  large  compared  with  that 
of  other  countries,  but  it  is  very  substantial,  and  it  tlierefore  bcliooves 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  to  give  careful  attention  to 
the  requirements  of  Bermuda.  The  colony  is  de.stined  to  be  a  great 
tourist  resort,  and  will  necessarily  import  goods  out  of  proportion  in 
quantity  and  value  to  its  population. 
Crop  Statistics. 

The  principal  industry  of  Bermuda  is  agriculture,  the  only  manu- 
facturing establishments  being  ice  plants  and  mineral-water  fac- 
tories. The  crop  season  extends  approximately  from  late  in  Novem- 
ber until  June  or  early  July.  The  following 'table,  supplied  by  the 
Director  of  Agriculture,  shows  the  quantities  of  the  several  agricul- 
tural products  shipped  from  the  colony  during:  the  seasons  1914-15 
and  1915-16: 


Crops. 


Potatoes 

Onions 

Green  vegetables: 

Beans .-. 

Beets 

Cabbage,  Portuguese 
Carrots. 


1914-15 


Cmfe$. 
"•  47, 851 
153,030 

2,065 

29,987 

7, 137 

48, 707 


1915-16 


Crates. 
a  59,987 
148,221 

2,285 
55, 582 

8,120 
62,349 


Crops. 


Green  vegetables— Continued, 

C^elery 

Corn,  sweet 

Lettuce '.'. 

Parsley [, 

Peas I 

Other  vegetables ['. 


1914-15 


Crates. 

29,185 

1,037 

17,935 

58, 373 

130 

1,717 


1915-16 


Crates. 

36,685 

945 

28,279 

75, 735 

355 

1,752 


»  Barrels. 


BEITISH    WEST  INDIES BERMUDA.  5l 

There  is  no  census  of  production  in  the  colony,  but  this  estimate 
of  agricultural  products  sold  locally  was  supplied  by  the  same  source : 
Animals  and  dairy  products — Milk  and  calves,  $60,831;  pigs,  $24,333; 
and  poultry  and  eggs,  $21,899;  total,  $107,063;  vegetable  prochicts— 
Bananas,  $13,674;  melons,  $16,692;  sweet  potatoes,  $13,821;  and  other 
vegetables,  $23,408;  total,  $67,595.  In  1911  there  were  2,761  acres  of 
arable  land  in  Bermuda,  and  of  the  principal  crops  grown  the  largest 
acreage  is  devoted  to  potatoes. 

Agricultural  Commission  Appointed — Farmers'  Associations. 

One  of  the  most  important  steps  taken  in  connection  with  agri- 
culture during  1916  was  the  appointment  by  the  governor  of  an 
agricultural  commission,  which  sent  the  director  of  agriculture  to 
New  York  to  study  the  conditions  under  wdiich  Bermuda  products 
are  marketed. 

The  activities  of  the  Bermuda  Green  Vegetable  Growers'  Associa- 
tion increased  during  the  year.  It  has  become  a  very  important 
factor  in  the  agricultural  life  of  the  colony.  This  organization  was 
formed  primarily  as  a  channel  through  which  its  members  could 
market  their  products  independently  of  commission  merchants  and 
other  middlemen. 

The  meetings  of  the  Agricultural  Union,  an  organization  formed 
in  1913  for  the  dissemination  of  useful  information  among  farmers, 
were  of  valuable  assistance  in  1916  in  bringing  together  the  farmers 
of  the  different  parts  of  the  colony  and  in  providing  opportunities 
for  the  department  of  agriculture  to  come  into  close  contact  with  the 
members.     During  1916,  46  meetings  were  held  at  11  centers. 

Fisheries — Channel  and  Harbor  Improvements. 

Fish  is  not  exported  from  the  colon}^,  but  forms  one  of  the  staple 
articles  of  food.  It  is  estimated  that  about  500,000  pounds  of  fish 
are  caught  annually  and  sold  for  domestic  consumption,  the  princi- 
pal varieties  being  hamlet,  rock,  snapper,  amber,  bonita,  porgy,  jack, 
chub,  bream,  grunt,  and  mullet. 

Important  work  was  done  in  1916  at  the  Town  Cut  Channel  at 
St.  Georges  and  in  Hamilton  Harbor  and  the  channels  leading 
thereto.  On  January  1,  1917,  the  Town  Cut  Channel  was  officially 
opened,  with  a  depth  of  21  feet  at  moan  low  water ;  when  completed, 
according  to  plans  now  authorized,  the  depth  will  be  24  feet  at  mean 
low  water  and  the  width  120  feet  in  the  outer  portion  of  the  channel 
and  100  feet  within  the  harbor.  A  new  channel  was  comjileted, 
giving  a  much  more  direct  route  from  Grassy  Bay  into  Hamilton 
Harbor,  and  certain  shoals  were  removed  in  the  harbor  to  provide 
greater  freedom  for  incoming  vessels. 

Shipping  at  Bermudian  Ports. 

During  1916,  336  steamers  of  783,575  tons  and  55  sailing  vessels 
of  28,668  tons  entered  Bermudian  ports;  in  1915  there  were  349 
steamers  of  858,585  tons  and  30  sailing  vessels  of  17,583  tons.  The 
number  clearing  in  1916  was  339  steam  vessels  of  789,074  tons  and 
56  sailing  vessels  of  29,046  tons,  against  347  steam  vessels  of  856,147 
tons  and  26  sailing  vessels  of  16,032  tons  in  1915. 

Of  the  incoming  steamers  in  1916,  178  were  British,  40  American, 
32  Norwegian,  21  Italian,  14  Spanish,  14  Danish,  12  Greek,  7  Dutch, 
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4  Belgian,  4  French,  4  Swedish,  4  Japanese,  1  Russian,  and  1  Uru- 
guayan; and  of  the  sailing  vessels,  46  were  American.  6  British,  1 
Belgian,  1  Spanish,  and  1  Danish.  Of  the  336  steamers,  121  of 
323,857  tons  entered  at  Hamilton  and  215  of  459,718  tons  at  St. 
Georges;  of  the  55  sailing  vessels,  15  of  5,838  tons  entered  at  Hamil- 
ton and  -10  of  22,830  tons  at  St.  Georges.  In  1916,  200  steamers  of 
492,630  tons  arrived  with  cargoes  and  136  of  290,945  tons  in  ballast. 

Finances  of  the  Colony. 

The  total  revenue  of  the  colony  in  1916  was  $520,981  and  the  total 
expenditure  $533,624,  leaving  a  deficit  of  $12,643,  which  left  a  cash 
balance  of  $42,290.  The  public  debt  of  Bermuda  on  December  31, 
1916,  was  $194,660.  The  principal  sources  of  revenue  during  the 
past  year  were:  Customs  duties,  $387,830;  postal  receipts,  $38,183; 
and  pilotage  fees,  $29,939.  The  principal  items  of  expenditure  were: 
Works  department,  $159,979,  and  public  debt,  $57,233. 

The  following  figures  compare  the  revenue  and  the  expenditure  of 
the  colony  during  the  past  five  years:  Revenue — 1912,  $406,980;  1913, 
$382,118;  1914,  $391,772;  1915,  $518,122;  and  1916,  $520,981.  Ex- 
penditure—1912,  $380,608;  1913,  $427,176;  1914,  $435,916;  1915, 
$475,180;  and  1916,  $533,624. 

No  new  currency  was  issued  by  the  Government  in  1916  and  the 
rate  of  exchange  with  the  United  States  remained  the  same  as  in  the 
latter  part  of  1915,  that  is,  American  exchange  was  purchased  by 
local  b«nks  at  par  and  sold  for  2  per  cent  commission,  and  American 
currency  continued  to  circulate  on  the  basis  of  $4.80  to  the  pound 
sterling. 

Tourist  Traffic — Labor  and  Wages. 

From  data  supplied  by  the  immigration  officer  it  appears  that 
there  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  passengers  arriving  in 
Bermuda  in  1916,  the  number  being  11,430,  against  10,511  in  1915. 
No  attempt  is  made  in  the  collection  of  these  figures  to  separate  the 
tourists  from  other  passengers,  but  it  is  known  that  the  tourist  traffic 
of  Bermuda  has  declined  on  account  of  the  war. 

At  the  time  of  harvesting  the  crops  there  was  a  slight  scarcity  of 
labor,  and  wages  increased  from  4s.  ($0.96)  per  day  to  4s.  6d.  ($1.08), 
and  in  some  instances  to  5s.  ($1.20)  per  day.  The  most  remunera- 
tive employment  in  the  colony  is  bunkering  ships,  and  at  times  dur- 
ing the  year  very  high  wages  were  paid  for  this  service. 

JAMAICA. 

By  Consul  Ross  Hazeltine,  Port  Antonio,  Aii.^ngt  IB. 

The  foreign  commerce  of  Jamaica  for  the  year  1916  broke  all  rec- 
ords, atnounting  to  $28,819,773  and  exceeding  by  more  than  $500,000 
the  best  previous  year,  1911,  llie  value  of  imports  during  1916  was 
$15,120,236,  the  'highest  ever  recorded;  and  that  of  exports, 
$13,729,537,  was  exce'eded  only  twice,  in  1911  and  1914,  and  then  by 
small  margins.  It  is  noteworthy  that  this  record  was  established 
despite  a  destructive  hurricane  tiiat  swept  tlie  ishmd  in  August,  1916, 
destroying  the  banana  crop,  which  is  ordinarily  the  most  impor- 
tant. 


BRITISH  WEST  INDIES — JAMAICA. 


The  trade  balance  of  the  United  States  was  far  more  favorable 
than  in  1915  when,  for  the  first  time  since  the  inception  of  the  fruit 
industry,  the  imports  from  that  country  exceeded  the  exports  to  it. 
In  1915  the  balance  was  $941,939;  and  in  1916,  $4,190,G41.  The 
explanation  is  that,  although  the  volume  of  exports  was  normal  or 
better,  bananas,  which  are  shipped  to  the  United  States,  did  not 
figure  largely  in  the  trade,  and  the  other  products  making  up  the 
deficiency — sugar,  logwood,  logwood  extract,  and  rum,  all  of  which 
commanded  remarkable  prices — were  shipped  to  the  United  King- 
dom and  Canada.  Imports  rncreased  in  value,  but  not  in  quantity. 
The  share  of  the  United  States  was  larger  than  e\ev  before. 

Distribution  of  Foreign  Commerce. 

The  following  table  gives  the  value  of  the  imports  into  and  exports 
from  Jamaica  by  countries  for  1915  and  1916: 


CJouBtriea. 


Imports  from. 


1910 


Exports  to. 


1910 


United  States 

United  Kingdom... 

Britisb  colonies 

Netherlands 

Norway.. 

Denmark 

France. 

Italy 

All  other  ooimtries. 


?6.055, 

3,7:.S, 

1,1X1, 

50. 

86, 

43, 

9, 

16, 

121, 


Total. 


11,326,578 


9;ts,SM 

319,326 
40,8j7 
07,067 
20.571 
IS, 710 
2.. 337 
59,272 


15, 120, 23G 


$5,113,230 
4,132,637 
1,032,290 


$4,480,614 
5,961,975 
2,130,24ft 


70 
23.962 

289,, SiX) 

236,202 


10,845,796  ,  13,729,537 


19 

7,'-)g 

691 

2m 

130.60* 

309,084 

Import  Trade  of  Jamaica. 

In  40  years  the  value  of  the  annual  imports  into  Jamaica  has  just 
doubled,  reaching  its  highest  point  in  1916.  In  this  period  the  feature 
has  been  the  gradual  shift  of  trade  to  the  United  States.  In  1876 
the  United  Kingdom  furnished  54  per  cent  of  the  total  impoits  and 
the  United  States  29  pe-r  cent ;  in  1916  the  United  States  supplied  5T 
per  cent   and  the  United  Kingdom  33  per  cent. 

The  increased  imports  in  1916  were  the  result  of  the  higher  cost 
of  commodities.  The  quantities  were  uniformly  less  than  during  an 
average  year,  with  a  few  notable  exceptions  such  as  motor  cars  and 
parts,  imported  almost  exclusively  from  the  ITnited  States;  ale, 
beer,  and  soap,  mainly  from  the  United  Kingdom;  lard  and  oils 
(United  States)  ;  and  salt  and  tea  (United  Kingdom).  The  import 
of  alewives  from  Canada,  replacing  expensive  salted  fish,  increased 
by  more  ths^  2,000  barrels. 

If  comparison  be  made  on  the  basis  of  values,  there  were  43  items 
with  an  aggregate  gain  of  $3,000,000  over  the  previous  year.  Of 
these,  23  showed  gains  of  more  than  $r)0,000  each  over  1915.  The 
largest  single  increase  over  1915  was  flour — 35,232  barrels,  worth 
$545,930.  The  United  States  furnishes  95  per  cent  of  the  total  flour 
imports,  which  amounted  to  nearly  $2,000,000  in  1916. 
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SUPPLEMENT  TO   COMMERCE   REPORTS. 


Principal  Articles  Imported. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  principal  articles  im- 
ported from  all  countries  into  Jamaica  in  1915  and  1916: 


Articles. 


Ale  and  beer 

Apparel 

Bacon 

Bass  and  sacks 

Beef 

Bicycles  and  parts 

Books 

Boots  and  shoes 

Bread  and  biscuits 

Butter 

Carriages 

Cement 

Cheese 

Ch^-in  icals 

China  and  earthen  ware 

Co.t: 

Confectionery 

Cordage  and  twine 

C  orn .  ^ 

Cotton  manufactures: 

Hosiery 

Piece  goods 

other 

ftitlery 

J ;  lectrical  goods 

Fish: 

Canned 

Salted 

other 

Flo'.ir 

Fmits  and  nuts 

Furniture 

a  lass  ware 

G  rain,  prepared 

Haberdashery  and  millinery. 

Hams 

Hats 

Hard  ware 

Implements  and  tools,  agri- 
cultural   

Iron  and  steei  manufactures, 

n.  e.  s 

Jams  luid  jellies 

Lard 

Leather,  and  manufactures  of 
Locomotives  and  parts 


S210, 
2fi4, 

149, 
49, 
14- 
41, 

375, 
59, 

119, 
20, 
87, 
35, 
53, 
24, 

299, 
72, 
43, 

171, 


54, 783 
1, 513, 250 
14'),  2S5 
10, 659 
34, 021 


42,432 
G04, 093 
40S,099 
1, 304,  770 
29, 213 
21, 523 
31, 132 
27,  S73 
149,371 
40,346 
71,.';05 
153, 1S7 

39, 893 

40,  733 
24,544 
25. 359 

40;  999 
1,601 


1916 


.S243. 8fi5 

427;  1S7 
12, 184 

235, 209 
45.254 
13,  781 
49, 840 

480, 447 
74,  756 

201,071 
41,041 

123, 126 
42,  767 
60, 227 
34,611 

454, 162 
79, 986 
70, 004 

171,220 


88, 900 

1,. 580, 302 

239, 437 

13,537 

29, 547 


88, 130 
011,997  I 
384,131  ! 
1, 910,  700  i 
34, 103  t 
25,367  I 
57,600  I 
26.843  I 
2.59;  .552  ! 
42,520  ; 
10i;,6Sl 
235,071 

56, 962 

35, 260 
28,675 
47.3:35 
.56, 492 
52, 663 


Articles. 


Machinery: 

A  irriciiltural 

other 

Matches 

Meal 

Meats 

Medicines  and  drugs 

Milk,  condensed 

Motor  cars  and  parts 

Musical  instruments 

Kails,  screws,  and  rivets 

Oats 

Oils: 

Gasoline 

Petroleum 

Vegetable 

Other 

Paints  and  varnishes 

Paper: 

Printing 

AVriting 

Other 

Peas  and  beans 

Perfumery 

Porkj  'vet,  salted 

Provisions 

Rice 

Hoofmg,  iron 

Salt 

Silk  manufactures 

Soap 

Spirits: 

Whisky 

Other 

Stationery 

Sugar 

Tea 

Tin,  and  manufactures  of. . . 
Tobacco: 

1  eaf 

Manufactured 

Wine 

Wire,  fencing 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

I'iiie  lumber 

Shooks  and  hoops 

Other  <J 

Woolen  manufactures 


1915 


179,858 
82, 152 
25, 581 
171.885 
21,012 
157, 968 
243.  783 
207,  773 
24, 132 
27,051 
43, 620 

66,  .382 
250, 153 
107, 215 
46, 413 
42,541 

51,443 
24,294 
92,033 
34,601 
48,0:30 
96, 467 
26,  .804 

515, 791 
4.3,531 
76, 342 
28,915 

306, 936 

39,  785 
19,631 
50,742 
34. 610 
19,  78(i 
26, 713 

30, 302 
43, 340 
33,392 
41,252 

123. 873 

20^5,  463 

44.607 

64;  223 


1916 


231 
47 

18 

232 

16 

210 

233 

364 

23 

52 

51 

133 
238 
191 
52 
62 

67 

37 
123 

39 

74 
1.30 

29 
476: 

62 
129 

34 
35S: 

69 
14 
61 

28: 

41 

40; 

40 

4 

64 

39 

261 

356 

61 

135: 


196 
468 
471 
187 
735 
010 
611 
237 
085 
136 
788 

967 
267 
506 
307 

487 

624 
177 
278 
053 
430 
071 
639 
315 
208 
403 
463 
258 

354 
459 
176 
771 
897 
493 

524 
7>*9 
875 
246 

716 

237 
225 
422 


a  InclGdes  furniture. 


leading  Imports  from  United  States  and  United  Kingdom. 

The  value  of  the  principal  articles  imported  into  Jamaica  from  the 
United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom  in  1916  follows: 


Articles. 


Ale  and  beer 

Apparel 

Bags  and  sacks 

Boots  and  shoes 

Butter 

Cement 

Coal ;.; 

Com 

Cotton  manufactures. ...... 

Fish 

Flour 

Haberdashery  and  millinery.! 

Hardware 

Machinery ] 

Meal 

Medicines  and  drugs 

Milk,  condensed 

Motor  cars 


From 

Ihiited 

Kingdom. 


$149,610 
199,487 
176, 072 
79, 3.52 
•37, 663 


1,018 


979, 45.8 

13,044 

5 

202,049 
92, 636 

140, 224 


83,936 

134, 409 

4,460 


Articles. 


Oils: 

Gasoline 

Petroleum 

Vecetable 

Other 

Paper 

Pork 

Roofing,  iron 

Rice 

Silk  manufactures 

Soaj) 

Spirits 

Wood: 

Pine  lumber 

Shooks 

Other  and  manufactures  a 
Woolen  manufactures 


From 
United 

States. 


$133, 

237, 

190, 

22, 

126, 

130, 

58, 

3, 

10, 

37, 

1, 

254, 

307, 

51, 

4, 


From 

United 

Kingdom. 


8182 

S27 

27,559 

75,285 

26 

3,202 

471,730 

23,140 

321,040 

73,834 


44, 692 

7,698 

130,229 


a  Includes  furniture. 


BRITISH   WEST  INDIES JAMAICA. 


The  trade  of  the  United  States  in  bags  and  sacks  improved  in 
191G;  in  haberda.shery  and  millinery  the  same  relative  position  was 
maintained;  in  hardware  a  distinct  gain  was  noted;  in  soap  the 
increase  was  small;  condensed  milk  imports  were  reduced  by  half, 
the  American  brands  not  being  pushed  so  extensively  as  the  British; 
and  in  iron  roofing  there  was  a  material  gain.  In  1915  the  United 
States  held  the  lead  in  cotton  manufactures,  but  m  191G  lost  it  to 
the  United  Kingdom.  This  is  the  largest  trade  in  Jamaica,  amount- 
ing to  nearly  $2,000,000  a  year,  and  merits  closer  attention  and  study. 
The  imports  of  silk  manufactures  increased  in  value,  and  tlie  United 
States  benefited  by  just  that  increase.  In  machinery  a  commendable 
gain  was  recorded  for  th.e  United  States,  placing  it  practically  on  a 
par  with  the  United  Kingdom. 

Per  Capita  Purchases — Imports  by  Classes. 

Jamaica's  per  capita  purchases  of  imported  goods  amounted  to 
$17.79  in  1916,  against  $13.32  in  1915  and  $14.69  in  1914;  of  Ameri- 
can products,  $10.21  in  1916,  compared  with  $7.12  in  191.5  and  $6.99 
in  1914.  Considering  the  prevalent  low  wages  and  the  abundant 
supplj'  of  native  foodstuffs,  the  foregoing  figures  are  noteworthy, 
showing  the  leading  position  held  by  American  goods  in  Jamaica. 

A  classified  summary  of  imports  is  given  below.  The  United 
States  supplied  57  per  cent  of  the  food,  drink,  and  tobacco  in  1916 
and  gained  7  per  cent  over  the  previous  year;  93  per  cent  of  the  raw 
materials,  2  }>er  cent  less  than  in  1915;  and  53  per  cent  of  the  manu- 
factured articles,  the  same  share  as  in  1915  but  a  gain  of  17  per  cent 
over  1914.  The  same  relative  positions  were  maintained  by  compet- 
ing countries  in  this  class  of  imports  during  the  past  tv,'o  years. 


Coufitries  of  origin. 

1915 

1916 

Countries  of  origin. 

1915 

1916 

Food,  drmV,  and  tobacco. 

54,854.217 
2,410,654 
1,) 32, 243 
957,  fil2 
343. 39S 
686. 578 
649,918 
26,014 

€6,047,135 
3, 456. 241 
1,246,563 
1,055,934 
2SS,397 
1,546,155 
l,434,if>3 
81, 199 

Raw  iEat"riais—  ontd. 
Cana  la 

§6,414 

4,232 

5,7S].S37 

3,n.-)!i,273 

2, 5i»-<,  S2l 

4.S.  21 1 

75,532 

97  875 

Uniied  Kingdom 

Caiia(ia 

other  c;.>'mlries 

Other  countries 

Manufactured  articles 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Canada  . 

22.918 
7, 158,  .301 

3,786,852 

3,21,'>,069 

68,377 

88,003 

United  Kingdom 

Other  countries 

Review  of  Export  Trade. 

During  the  past  40  years  the  export  trade  of  the  island  has  in- 
creased by  86  per  cent,  but  the  destruction  of  the  banana  crop  in 
1916  reduced  the  year's  trade  by  at  least  $5,000,000.  Under  normal 
conditions,  therefore,  the  export  trade  of  1917  should  create  a  new 
record. 

As  compared  with  1915,  the  principal  items  of  increase  were  sugar, 
rum,  logwood  and  extract,  coconuts,  and  ginger,  representing  an 
aggregate  gain  of  some  $4,600,000.  The  principal  decreases  were 
in  bananas,  other  fresh  fruits,  and  cocoa,  representing  an  aggregate 
loss  of  about  $2,000,000.  Eighteen  items  show  increases  and  11  de- 
crea.ses;  the  net  gain  over  1915  amounted  to  $2,883,741.  Reference 
to  the  following  table  will  show  that  many  items  increased  in  quau- 
tity  as  well  as  in  value. 
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SUPPLEMENT  TO   COMMERCE  REPORTS. 


The  statement  that  follows  gives  the  quantity  and  value  of  the 
principal  articles  exported  from  Jamaica  during  1915  and  1916 : 


Articles. 


Quantity.       Value 


Quantity.        Value 


Annatto pounds. 

Beeswax do . . . 

Biscuits do . . . 

Buliii  n  (ccLq) 

Cattle number. 

Cocoa hundredweight. 

Coconuts numher. 

Coffee hundred  veight. 

Copra pounds. 

Cotton d(.... 

Di-  idivi d  i. . . 

Fruits: 

Bananas bunches. 

Grapefruit (ratios. 

Oranges number. 

Otiier crates. 

Ginger hundredweight. 

Hats,  straw packages. 

Hides - pr  unds. 

Honey gair  ns. 

Leather pot.nis. 

Lime  juice ga  h  ns. 

Log^vood  extract packages. 

Oils,  essential do . . . 

Pimento himdredweig:  t. 

Rum gall'  ns. 

Sugar himdredweigi  t. 

Skins,  gcat poiuids. 

Tobajjo: 

Cigars do . . . 

Cigarettes do . . . 

Leaf do. .. 

Tortcise  shell do. . . 

Wood: 

Bitter t  ns. 

Fustic do. . . 

L(,g  A-Qod do. . . 

Yams hundredweigiit. 

All  other  articles 


907, 865 

6-1,884 

203, 226 


289 

68, 4S7 

27, 3?,  650 

fc3, 624 

1,222,817 

42, 059 

275,378 

8, 156, 860 

55, 788 

•24,003,200 

3,889 

11,530 

123 

508, 062 

137,458 

59, 070 

165, 206 

28, 172 

1,494 

104,008 

1, 309, 103 

302, 885 

153, 221 

95, 147 

15, 6i)2 

6, 726 

574 

1,697 

8, 159 

47, 772 

10,611 


564,430 

17, 760 

8,236 

9,317 

25, 705 

994,31'8 

498,7-19 

628, 880 

65, 379 

7,624 

2,894 

2, 917, 009 
82, 875 

13:',  000 

6, 709 

125,  767 

15,547 

105, 596 

66, 894 

IS,  514 

80, 31.6 

1, 148, 397 

6b,  724 

267,841 

602, 523 

1,2j6,752 

62,054 

19.5, 846 
8,622 
l,6i8 
1,388 

13, 216 
99, 273 

7-55,  .581 
19,919 

183,043 


994,490 
51,056 
57,700 


486 

64,360 

27, 180, 650 

65,9-59 

1,162,331 

16, 891 

256, 124 

3, 449, 565 

31,8.37 

13, 850, 650 

3,587 

17,032 

20 

785, 610 

145, 676 

82,627 

91,472 

28, 477 

2,424 

63, 772 

1,797,913 

566, 620 

190,144 

106, 010 

9,185 

45,414 

1,  449 

1,228 

1,381 

74, 157 

5,480 


8126,097 

14,494 

3,508 

87, 551 

31,769 

814,348 

873,013 

706, 180 

58, 594 

3,782 

6,656 

1,082,781 

57,400 

80, 243 

6,825 

259, 451 

3,836 

188, 967 

127,017 

33,500 

44,515 

1,927,761 

141,339 

213, 198 

1,713,442 

2, 447, 243 

123, 378 

236,418 
4,371 
11,597 
2,701 

10,909 

16, 806 

1, 966, 824 

11,351 

293, 672 


Total ' 10,845,790 


13, 729, 537 


Shipments  to  Tlnited  States  and  United  Kingdom, 

The  volume  of  export  trade  in  191G  was  very  satisfactory  despite 
the  loss  in  fruit.  For  the  first  time  since  the  rise  of  the  banana 
industry,  the  United  Kingdom  became  the  principal  bu3'er  of 
Jamaican  products,  owing  to  the  heavy  demand  for  sugar-cane 
products  in  that  country.  So  long  as  the  banana  is  the  most  im- 
portant product  of  Jamaica  no  material  change  in  the  export  trade 
is  to  be  expected,  and  the  United  States  will  continue  to  offer  the 
best  market  in  normal  times. 

The  value  of  the  chief  articles  of  Jamaican  produce  shipped  to  the 
United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom  in  1916  is  shown  in  the 
appended  table: 


Articles. 


To  United 
States. 


Bananas 81, 018, 691 

Cacao 262,083 

Coconuts 677, 976 

Coffee 307, 845 

Logwood 1, 217, 346 

Log^vood  extract 89, 632 


To  United 
Kingdom. 


$63,588 
472,632 
113.884 
129, 338 
367, 810 
1,463,762 


Articles. 


Sugar 

J- um 

Pimento 

All  other  articles 

Total 


To  United 
States. 


SS,124 

13,418 

50,760 

834, 739 


4,480,614 


To  United 
Kingdom. 


$1,067,328 

1,641,341 

147,748 

497,544 


5,964,975 
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Classified  Summary  of  Exports. 

The  total  value  of  the  main  divisicms  of  exports  from  Jamaica  by 
countries  of  destination  for  1915  and  191fi  is  given  below : 


€k)untrtes  of  destination. 

1915 

1916 

Coontries  of  destinatioQ. 

1915 

1916 

Live  animals,  food,  drink, 

18,373,036 

2,9(i9,4()9 

4,253,652 

703, 775 

446,200 

1,204,884 

775,390 

132,3.56 

195,946 

$8,902,845 

4,000,756 

2,5S1,804 

1,7.53,771 

566,514 

2, 540, 138 

1,529,272 

428,693 

372,372 

Raw  materials— Coat'd. 

Canada 

other  countries 

Manufactured  articles 

United  i<angdom 

Franc  0 

$100, 048 
1,144 

1,2,55,  VIS 
l,023,mM 
89,614 
47, 649 
12,605 
82,976 

?124  594 

I'nited  Kingdom 

I'niteid  States 

S5,  2)7 
2,191,313 
1,532  (i77 

277,5118 
231  198 

Raw  materials 

United  States 

Canada 

United  Stat<>s 

4  364 

United  Isjngdom 

Otl»er  countries 

148,565 

Declared  Exports  from  Port  Antonio  to  United  States. 

Following  is  a  statement  of  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  prin- 
cipal articles  invoiced  at  the  American  consulate  at  Port  Antonio  for 
export  to  the  United  States  in  1915  and  1916: 


Articles, 


Quantity.        Value, 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Bananas bunches. 

Cacao pounds. 

Coconuts number. 

Coffee pounds. 

Copra • do . . . 

Fustic tons. 

GoatsVin-s pounds. 

Grapefniit pac"  ages . 

Logwood. tuns . 

Onuiges packages . 

Pimento  (allsi)ice) pounds . 

Ail  other  articles 


1, 986,  764 
6,170 

5,412,100 

3,594 

547, 895 


8477, 062 


20, 


959 

7.607 

128 
12, 07J 

54, 872 


1, 697, 987 

130.616 

4,312,100 

39.040 

930, 789 

57 

2,339 

973 

4.113 

l,4y9 

124, 568 


S608, 628 

15,214 

135.180 

4,081 

43,  0.55 

1.370 

1.083 

1,231 

138, 681 

l,56i 

3.688 

2, 205 


Total. 


631,860 


955, 978 


Returned  American  goods  were  valued  at  $8,440  in  1915  and  $6,440 
in  1916.  No  gocd-s  were  declared  for  the  insular  possessions  of  tlio 
United  States  during  the  past  tw^o  years. 

Shipments  from  Montego  Bay. 

The  quantity  and  value  of  the  chief  articles  declared  at  the  Ameri- 
can con.sular  agency  at  Montego  Bay  (in  the  Kingston  consular  dis- 
trict) for  export  to  the  United  States  during  1915  and  1916  were: 


Article 

9. 

1915 

1916 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Annatto 

Bananas 

Bitterwood 

Coconuts 

CofTee 

Fustic 

pounds.. 

bunches.. 

tons.. 

- . .  .packages . . 

pounds.. 

18,481 

712,  .5.56 

272 

15,118 

122,183 

403 

174,  ,535 

24,118 

80 

8,563 

5, 295 

557,496 

3, 025 

?6,  9.33 
:i05, 5.54 

■2.  003 
30.  W I 
12,273 

8,051 
15, 246 
12, 152 

2,439 
130.481 
70. 543 
15.  386 
26,418 

7, 385 

47,  765 

150.  4.57 

605 

3. 020 

75, 563 

122 

282,609 

36,091 

24 

6,870 

4,245 

382, 123 

325 

*5,227 
77,407 
4,  ,507 
10,189 
9,184 
2,008 

Ginger 

GoatsVins 

Lime  juico 

Logwood 

Logwood  roots 

Pimento 

Sugar 

pound;i.. 

do 

packages.. 

tons.. 

do.... 

pounds.. 

packages.. 

34,342 

24,789 

1,995 

273.831 

149,313 

13,  443 

3,71» 

3,6fK} 

Total 

645, 501 

013,551 
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SUPPLEMENT  TO   COMMERCE  REPORTS. 


Returned  American  goods,  consisting  mainly  of  empty  containers, 
were  valued  at  $5,530  in  1915  and  $10,164  in  1916. 
Good  Financial  Condition  of  Jamaica. 

Instead  of  the  estimated  deficit  that  was  reasonably  expected  in  the 
finances  of  the  colony  for  the  3'ear  ended  March  31,  1916,  there  was  a 
surplus  of  about  $50,000.  The  estimated  deficit  for  1916-17  was  more 
than  $500,000,  but  the  advance  returns  indicate  that  the  experience  of 
the  previous  year  was  repeated.  The  customs  revenue  exceeded  the 
estimate,  actual  collections  being  $2,698,669,  or  $608,362  in  excess  of 
1915-16.  Collectors  of  taxes  report  total  increases  of  $319,636,  of 
which  the  general  revenue  accounted  for  $239,000. 

The  measures  by  which  this  additional  revenue  was  secured  were 
export  duties,  temporary  and  permanent  increased  import  duties, 
increased  property  taxes,  a  surtax  on  licenses,  increased  stamp  duties, 
a  war  tax  on  certain  postal  matter,  increased  excise  duties  on  intoxi- 
cants, tobacco,  and  sugar;  and  the  estate  dut}^  law.  The  large  in- 
crease in  customs  revenue  was  due  to  the  new  import  and  export 
duties  being  in  effect  all  of  1016-17,  against  only  a  few  days  in 
1915-16.  Ten  years  ago  the  public  debt  of  Jamaica  amounted  to 
$15,802,132;  in  1916  this  had  been  reduced  to  less  than  $14,000,000. 

Interchange  of  Labor — Shipping. 

Perhaps  the  most  peculiar  feature  of  Jamaican  labor  is  that  it 
gives  better  satisfaction  abroad  than  at  home.  Jamaican  laborers  go 
to  Panama,  Central  America,  and  Cuba,  where  they  do  good  work  at 
higher  wages  than  the  prevailing  local  rates.  Of  the  35,993  East 
Indian  laborers  who  have  come  to  Jamaica  since  1845  less  than  one- 
third  have  returned  to  India.  There  are  now  about  20,000  coolies  on 
the  island,  of  whom  nearl}^  3,000  are  indentured  laborers. 

Returns  from  the  14  parishes  of  Jamaica  give  the  following  aver- 
age wage  scales  for  the  island  as  a  whole:  Artisans.  $0.69  to  $1.22 
per  day;  farm  laborers,  $0.28  to  $0.49  per  day;  domestic  laborers, 
$1.03  to  $1.91  per  week;  supply  fair  for  all  classes  of  labor.  The 
foregoing  rates  are  for  men ;  women  receive  from  25  to  50  per  cent 
less  than  men  for  farm  and  domestic  work. 

The  number  of  steamers  clearing  from  Jamaica  during  1916  was 
666,  with  a  tonnage  of  1,142,267,  as  compared  with  759  vessels,  wi,tli 
a  tonnage  of  1,236,317,  in  1915,  a  decrease  due  to  the  short  fruit  crop; 
but  the  number  of  sailing  vessels  clearir^g  from  "the  island  increased 
from  172,  with  a  tonnage  of  38,370,  in  1915,  to  382,  with  a  tonnage  of 
66,508,  in  1916,  owing  to  the  increased  passenger  traffic  in  small  craft 
to  Cuba.  The  net  result  shows  a  gain  in  the  number  of  vessels  cleared, 
with  a  loss  in  total  tonnage. 

During  1916  only  100  steamers  and  one  sailing  vessel  cleared  from 
Port  Antonio.  This  decrease  was  caused  by  the  cessation  of  banana 
exports  during  several  jnontli§ji£jtlie  year. 

"STfL  Lii. 
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